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Notes on the Species of Nazeris (Coleoptera, 
Staphylinidae) from Japan, VII 

Tateo ITO 

E7-303, Otokoyama Yutoku 8, Yawata, Kyoto, 614 Japan 


Abstract In addition to the description of a new taxon, Nazeris okinawanus ama- 
miamts, additional data and distribution maps of the Japanese species belonging to the 
optatus group of Nazeris are given. 


In recent years, the Japanese species of the genus Nazeris have been studied pro¬ 
gressively, but the result is still insufficient for elucidating the distribution of all the 
species. 

In the present paper, I am going to add a new subspecies of TV. okinawanus to the 
Japanese fauna and to give additional data on the known species belonging to the 
optatus group, which can be recognized from the other species on such characters as 
the pronotum with a few characteristic long setae, the prosternum clearly carinate to 
near the apex, the male 7th sternite of abdomen more or less depressed along the 
middle and bearing a sinuation and/or a pair of tufts at the apical margin, and the 
body generally of pale coloration. Their distribution maps will be given in Figs. 2-4 
to illustrate the results of my study hitherto made on the members of the optatus 
group from the Japanese Islands including the Ryukyus. 


Nazeris gotoi I to 

Nazeris gotoi Ito, 1986, Ent. Rev. Japan, 41: 89. 

Specimens examined. Amami-Oshima Is., Kagoshima Pref., 1 Hatsuno, 27- 
III-1978, S. Naomi leg.; 2$<$, 1 $, same locality, 1 4—V—1983 and 10—VIII— 1 984, S. 
Nomura leg.; 1 Chuo Rindo, 1 8—VI— 1980, S. Imasaka leg.; 1 Mt. Aburadake, 
4-V-1987, S. Nomura leg.; 1 <$, 2 Mt. Yuwandake, 1 1 —V—1983 and 5-V-1987, 
S. Nomura leg.; 6 3 Mt. Yuidake, 14~ 1 5— V—1983 and 1 0— VIII—1984, S. 

Nomura leg.; 1 Setouchi, 18-111-1980, S. Tanaka leg.; 1 <$, 1 Kominato, 25- 
XII—1989, Y. Sakauradani leg. 

Nazeris okinawanus Ito 

Nazeris okinawanus Ito, 1986, Ent. Rev. Japan, 41: 91. 

Nazeris okinawanus : Rougemont, 1988, Rev. suisse Zool., 95: 775. 


This species may be discriminated into two subspecies as follows: 
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Fig. 1. Nazeris okinawanus amamianus subsp. nov.; A, aedeagus in lateral view; B, same in 
ventral view; C, outline of the 8th sternite in <$. 


Nazeris okinawanus okinawanus Ito 

Specimens examined. Okinawa-Honto Is., Okinawa Pref., 1 $, Motobu, 13—HI- 
1978, S. Naomi leg.; 4 <$<$, 4 $$, Yona, 12 & 15-III-1985, 20-IV-1986 and 12-X- 
1988, S. Nomura leg.; 1 <3\ 2 $$, Mt. Yonahadake, 31—XII—1976, H. Ohishi leg. 
and 20-X-1987, Y. Nishikawa leg.; 2 $$, Mt. Nagodake, 30—XII—1976, H. Ohishi 
leg.; 1 <$, Mt. Terukubi, 15—III—1985, S. Nomura leg.; 6 2 $$, Ie-Rindo, 14- 

III—1985, 22-IV-1986 and ll-X-1988, S. Nomura leg. 


Nazeris okinawanus amamianus subsp. nov. 

(Fig. 1) 

The present subspecies is different from the nominotypical subspecies in the fol¬ 
lowing points: the apophyses of aedeagus slightly stouter and more arcuately expanded 
externally, the head and pronotum proportionally wider, the postgenae less convergent 
behind, the body slightly robuster, wholly darker in color and a little larger in size, the 
length from the base of labrum to the apex of eighth abdominal segment 5.1-5.4 mm 
(4.7-5.2 mm in the nominotypical subspecies). 

Holotype: <^, Tete, Tokunoshima Is., Kagoshima Pref., 4-V-1988, S. Nomura 
leg. (Type No. CBM-ZI 33065, Natural History Museum and Institute, Chiba). Para- 
types: 1 <$, Inokawadake, Tokunoshima Is., Kagoshima Pref., 2-V-1988, S. Nomura 
leg.; 2 $$, Inutabudake, Tokunoshima Is., Kagoshima Pref., 3-V-1988, S. Nomura 
leg. 
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Fig. 2. Map showing the distribution of the group of Nazeris optatus in the Ryukyu Islands; 
A - Nazeris gotoi, □ - N. okinawanus amamianus; O - N. okinawanus okinawanus. 


Nazeris hikosanus Ito 

Nazeris hikosanus Ito, 1991, Ent. Rev. Japan, 46: 7. 

Specimens examined. 4^^, 3 $$, Mt. Hiko, Fukuoka Pref., 4-IX-1977, H. 
Ohishi leg.; 4 <j>$, same locality, 21-V-1986, S. Nomura leg.; 4 $$, Shin’yabakei, 
Oita Pref., 30—III—1985, S. Nomura leg.; 5 4 $ Mt. Sobo, Oita Pref., 23—VII— 

1983, 4-V-1984 and 17—V—1986, S. Nomura leg.; 1 2 $$, Mt. Kurodake, Kuju, 

Oita Pref., 3-IX-1982 and 28-V-1986, S. Nomura leg.; 1 $, Hazama, Oita Pref., 5- 
XI— 1985, A. Miyata leg.; 1 $, Karishuku, Oita Pref., 19-11-1985, A. Miyata leg.; 
5 ($($, 7 Mt. Ohkue, Miyazaki Pref., 8-X-1984, S. Nomura leg.; 2 5 

Mt. Ichifusa, Kumamoto Pref., 12 — 13—V— 1985 and I —^2—VIII—1988, S. Nomura leg.; 
1 2 $ $, Hiyoshi, Kumamoto Pref., 15—X—1977, FI. Ohishi leg.; 2 3 $ $, Naga- 

hama, Shimokoshiki Is., Kagoshima Pref., 16—X—1976, H. Ohishi leg.; 5 <$$, 3 
Omogokei, Ehime Pref., 29-IV & 1—V—1989, T. Ito leg.; 11 3 $?, Saragamine, 

Ehime Pref., 1 —V—1989, T. Ito leg.; 10 8 $ $, Okudogo, Ehime Pref., 2-V-1989, 

T. Ito leg.; 2 6 Mt. Odami, Ehime Pref., 13 ~ 14—VIII—1991 and 12-— 13— 
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VI-1992, I. Okamoto leg.; 4 3 $ $, Mt. Takanawa, Ehime Pref., 14-IV, 6-V, 1- 

VI, 24 & 31-VIII-1991, I. Okamoto leg.: 4 Houjo, Ehime Pref., 27-VII & 9-XI- 
1991, I. Okamoto leg.; 4 Nibukawa Spa, Ehime Pref., 18-V, 16-VIII and 22-IX- 
1991, I. Okamoto leg.; 1 Kikumacho, Ehime Pref., 20-IX-1991, I. Okamoto leg.; 
12 3$, 23 $ Ashizuri, Kochi Pref., 5~7-V-1988, T. Ito leg. 


Nazeris hisamatsui Ito 

Nazeris hisamatsui Ito, 1991, Ent. Rev. Japan, 46: 8. 

Specimens examined. 1 Tara, Fujitsugun, Saga Pref., 14-V-l 985, S. Nomura 
leg.; 1 $, Buzenbo, Fukuoka Pref., 30-IV-1983, S. Nomura leg.; 2^, 2 $$, Mt. 
Hiko, Fukuoka Pref., 8-VIII-I977, S. Naomi leg.; 3^, 2$?, Mt. Kurodake, 
Kuju, Oita Pref., 28~29-IV & 15-IX-1985 and 28-V-1986, S. Nomura leg.; 1 Mt. 
Hakucho, Kumamoto Pref., 27-V-1978, T. Ogata leg.; 2$$, same locality, 17—XI— 
1980, H. Takemoto leg.; 4^, 2 $$, same locality, 30-V-1985 and 5-IV-1987, S. 
Nomura leg.; 2 $$, Mt. Daikinbou, Kumamoto Pref., 18-X-1988, S. Naomi leg.; 
2 Mt. Ishizuchi, Ehime Pref., 3—VIII—1977, N. Tsurusaki leg.; 1 same locality, 
16—VI—1981, S. Naomi leg.; 3 <?<?, 1 $, same locality, 14 & 21-VII-1991 and 27-1V- 
1992, I. Okamoto leg.; 1 $, Omogokei, Ehime Pref., 15—VI—1981, S. Naomi leg.; 1 
1 $, Mt. Odami, Ehime Pref., 13 & 19—VI— 1992, I. Okamoto leg.; 18 <$<$, 6 $$, Mt. 
Tsurugi, Tokushima Pref., 15~17-X-1980 and 19~20-VI-1981, S. Naomi leg. 


Nazeris omogonis Ito 

Nazeris omogonis Ito, 1991, Ent. Rev. Japan, 46: 10. 

Specimens examined. 5 3 <j>$, Mt. Odami, Ehime Pref., 13 & 1 4— VI—1 992, 

I. Okamoto leg.; 4 $<3\ 2 $ <j>, Mt. Takanawa, Ehime Pref., I —VI & 6— VII—1 99 1 and 
31 —V— 1 992, I. Okamoto leg.; 1 Okudogo, Ehime Pref., 15—VI— 1 99 1, I. Okamoto 
leg. 


Nazeris pactficus Ito 

Nazeris pacificus Ito, 1990, Ent. Rev. Japan, 45: 99. 

No additional records. 


Nazeris shibatai Ito 

Nazeris shibatai Ito, 1990, Ent. Rev. Japan, 45: 97. 

Specimens examined. 1 3 $$, Mt. Iwawaki, Osaka Pref., 30-IV-1986, T. 

Ito leg.; 2 $ $, Kawachinagano, Osaka Pref., 27 & 28-X-1984, M. Yasui leg.; 8 
7 $ ?, Mt. Kasuga, Nara Pref., 15-XI-1987, 30-X-1988 and 22-1-1989, S. Takahashi 
leg.; 1 $, Hasedera, Nara Pref., 14—IV— 1959, T. Shibata leg.; 3 1 $, same locality, 
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Fig. 3. Map showing the distribution of the group of Nazeris opiatus in Kyushu and Shikoku; 
O - Nazeris hikosanus, A - Nazeris hisamatsui, □ - Nazeris omogonis, O - Nazeris pacificus. 


22—VIII & 20—XI— 1966, T. Ito leg.; 16^, 16 Tonomine, Nara Pref., 13-VII- 
1985 and 5-V & 12-X-1986, T. Ito leg.; 5^, 6 $$, Murooji, Nara Pref., 10-X- 
1984, T. Ito leg.; 3^, Onoji, Nara Pref., 10-X-1984, T. Ito leg.; 6 $<£, 11 $$, 
Imoyama, Nara Pref., 2-VI & 15—1X—1984, T. Ito leg.; I <^\ Mt. Yoshino, Nara Pref., 
20-X-1984, M. Yasui leg.; 5 3 $$, same locality, 27-V-1985, S. Nomura leg.; 

13^^, 7 $$, Dorogawa, Nara Pref., 1 —V— 1985, T. Ito leg.; 3 2 Mt. Ina- 

mura, Nara Pref., ll-VI-1993, T. Ito leg.; 8^, 10 ??, Mt. Kohjin, 30-VI-1968, 
17 & 18—VII and 19-VI11-1976, T. Ito leg.; 1 Ohdaigahara, Nara Pref., 2-VIII- 
1967, H. Nomura leg.; I $, same locality, 25 — 26—V1—1981, S. Naomi leg.; 1 ?, 
Akame, Mie Pref., 24-IX-1984, T. Ito leg.; 4 rfrf, 4 $ ?, Mt. Kuroso, Mie Pref., 2- 
X-1993, T. Ito leg.; 1 <£, Hirakura, Mie Pref., 8—IX—1957, K. Ishida leg.; 7 10 

same locality, 2-X-1993, T. Ito & K. Mizuno leg.; 2 <$<$, 4 Mt. Asama, 
Ise, Mie Pref., 20-X-1990 and 4-XII—1993, T. Ito leg.; 18 17 ??, Mt. Aomine, 

Toba, Mie Pref., 27—VI11—1984, T. Ito leg.; 11 $<£, 8 $ $, Tamagawakyo, Wakayama 
Pref., 24 & 25—VIII—1985, T. Ito leg.; 2^, 4 $$, Mt. Gomanodan, Wakayama 
Pref., 22 —’23—VI—1981, S. Naomi leg.; 26^, 9 $?, Mt. Ohto, Wakayama Pref., 
28~29—VI—1981, S. Naomi leg.; 1 Mt. Nachi, Wakayama Pref., 16-V-1964, M. 
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Fig. 4. Map showing the distribution of the group of Nazeris optatus in Honshu; O - Nctzeris 
shibatai, A - Nazeris optatus, □ - Nazeris watanabei. 

Yasui leg.; 4^, 5 $$, same locality, 21-VII-1984 and 20-VII-I985, T. Ito leg.; 
1 Kii-Oshima Is., 4-V-1962, H. Nomura leg. 

Nazeris optatus (Sharp) 

Mesunius optatus Sharp, 1889, Ann. Mag. nat. Hist., (6), 3: 322. 

Nazeris optatus: Bernhauer & Schubert, 1912, Coleopt. Cat., Staphylinidae III, 212; Koch, 1939, 
Ent. Bl., 35: 160; Scheerpeltz, 1957, Kol. Rdsch., 35: 20; Adachi, 1955, J. Toyo Univ., (7): 17; 
1957, ibid., (11): 189;Shibata, 1977, Annual Bull. Nichidai Sanko, (20): 31; Ito, 1990, Ent. Rev. 
Japan, 45: 67. 

Specimens examined. 1 <^, 4$$, Ohito Spa, Shizuoka Pref., 4—XI—1991, T. 
Ito leg.; 2 $$, Mt. Kamiyama, Hakone, Kanagawa Pref., 30—VI—1983, Y. Wata- 
nabe leg.; 3 Sengokubara, Hakone, Kanagawa Pref., 25-X-1985, S. Nomura leg.; 
1 Mt. Sounzan, Hakone, Kanagawa Pref., 28—111—1990, T. Ito leg.; 14 6 $ 

Mt. Mitake, Tokyo Metr., 12—VIII—1990 and l-V-1991, T. Ito leg.; 1 1 Fure- 

oka, Otsuki, Yamanashi Pref., 23-V-1982, Y. Watanabe leg.; 7 16 $$, Mt. 

Daibosatsu, Yamanashi Pref., 15~ 18—VII—1982, S. Naomi leg.; 15 5 $$, Aoki- 

gahara, Mt. Fuji, Yamanashi Pref., 23—VII—1984 and 29—VI11—1987, S. Nomura leg. 

Nazeris watanabei Ito 

Nazeris watanabei Ito, 1990, Ent. Rev. Japan, 45: 70. 

Specimen examined. 1 Amagi Pass, Izu, Shizuoka Pref., 23-VII-1982, S. 
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Naomi leg. 

In closing this brief paper, I would like to express my indebtedness to all the gen¬ 
tlemen whose names are printed in the sections of type and specimens examined in a 
series of papers entitled “Notes on the species of Nazeris from Japan” inclusive of the 
present one. 


\PMWLjc- 0 'fit Nazeris ),tf,''Y it 7 v’f-'Ol '~t. VII.- R Nazeris (Cfa 

oXjiiJg Ltzfr, t Cl <D)&<D~h 9 '>(D b 

b, 0 , HI : M 7 )lUlSl-i?J 0 E^)W&lb 4 O optatus 

fffic-oi'-r, btbo-r- ? tritiM'dr Lb. Aco 5 b&ZftkiMo 4 <oit, mm<o ioKMU-tZ 
fj', fd (Z z £^|;;«Vj/cO ~C Nazeris okinawanus amamianus subsp. nov. t L'd'iMjlc L, ^ 7c 
optatus L7c. 
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